Orthodox Christian Stewardship: Not an obligation but a sacrificial commitment.

Christian Stewardship requires giving, but not merely money or possessions. It requires our full commitment and participation in the life of the Church. Orthodox Christian Stewardship is not a mere commitment of time, talents and treasure written on a piece of paper and sealed by our signature. It is not a legal agreement by which we ought to fulfil what we have promised. Rather Stewardship is a life-long process written inside of our hearts, sealed by the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is an agreement through obedience, patience, suffering, righteousness and faith by which we willingly consent to be His children - His good and faithful servants. This agreement is confirmed every time we say: “I believe, O Lord, and I confess”, before partaking of His precious Body and Blood. It is realized and fulfilled when we walk on the path of righteousness doing only those things important for our salvation.

Stewardship then becomes self-explanatory, easy to follow, enjoyable and logical. Stewardship should not produce wariness but joy. Through joy it becomes a voluntary, sacrificial, and generous offering to God of our personalities, of our inner being, our will, our desires and our hearts. Thus, we pray during the Divine Liturgy: “Let us commit ourselves and all our life unto Christ our God.” Commitment to Christ requires the whole person - not just one part of our body: eyes, heart, mind or soul.

 

The Stewardship Program at Holy Resurrection Cathedral consists of four aspects:

Ordinary Stewardship is the regular, voluntary, and sacrificial practice of returning to God a portion of all that God has given us. It involves teaching ourselves how to create a life built upon the truth that, “every good gift and every perfect gift is from above...” James 1:17. This includes active participation in the sacramental life of our Church as well as a proportionate investment of our time, talents, and treasures for the betterment and advancement of the Cathedral’s mission and ministries.

Volunteerism: Involves full dedication, free time and God-given talents of parishioners who desire to help our Church further its missionary horizons and reach its desired goals.

Extraordinary Stewardship involves the spontaneous giving on different occasions and for specific causes. It is also considered a sacrificial and enduring giving in order to help the Church realize important goals, programs and projects. The best example of extraordinary stewardship is our current capital campaign for the beautification of our Cathedral and the completion of the fresco project.

Legacy Stewardship creates an opportunity for our parishioners to prayerfully consider the Holy Resurrection Cathedral in their planned giving. It presents a final testimony of the true Stewardship and their life-long commitment to God and holy Orthodox faith. It is a precious legacy through which the present and future generations of our parishioners will foster stronger Christian community and pursue its educational and missionary goals. 

Church Membership

The 26th article of the Uniform Rules and Regulations of the Serbian Orthodox Church in North and South America defines membership as the following:

"Every person who is baptized and chrismated according to the rites of the Orthodox Church is a parishioner and member of his her local parish and Church School Congregation where he or she resides. The religious, moral and social duties of a parishioner are to apply the tenets of the Orthodox faith to his her life; to adhere to and live according to the tenets of the Orthodox faith; faithfully attend the Divine Liturgy and other worship services; participate regularly in the Holy Sacraments; respect all ecclesiastic authority and all governing bodies of the Church; be obedient in matters of faith, practice and ecclesiastic order; contribute materially, financially and other ways towards the progress of the Church’s sacred mission; and be effective witness and example of the Orthodox faith and traditions to all people.”
The responsibilities of membership may be divided into the fulfilment of two distinct areas of commitment to Christ and to His Church: (1) our liturgical/sacramental fulfilment, (2) our stewardship fulfilment. In order to be a "parishioner in good standing" at the Holy Resurrection Serbian Orthodox Church, each person must have fulfilled both aspects of his/her total commitment to the Church.

 Liturgical Commitment

The fulfilment of our liturgical commitment to the Church requires our regular participation in the Worship Services and Sacraments of the Church. Without such a commitment to participation in the Church's life, one cannot be a Christian in any meaningful sense of the word. As our Lord said, "Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you . . . he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him" (John 6:54, 56). It is therefore essential that each person commit themselves to frequent participation in the Holy Eucharist (Communion), as well as regular participation in the Sacrament of Confession. 

Stewardship Commitment

Stewardship is founded on the Gospel principles about salvation and hope for the eternal life. Christians have been living through Stewardship for ages without losing the sense of their responsibility before God and their Holy Church.

In order for Stewardship to be considered as a way of life in the Church, and in order to produce a successful outcome in our parish, we need to utilize various needs, which will help us to reach a desired goal.

First of all, we need a good will and desire for accomplishment. Secondly, we need to define our goal to which we are to strive in this process. Thirdly, we must have a plan how to reach the desired goal. Last but not least, we need a full participation and cooperation of all parishioners in this process. Once we have all these aspects in order, then we can expect the realization of our desires and ideas affirmed in the beginning.

The first step in the realization process is to accept the undeniable truth that in order to be successful in Stewardship we need to ‘invest’ our free time, talents and our treasures (money). In any case, time, talents and treasure are the gifts that God provides for us daily out of his great love, mercy and concern for mankind. The great Biblical truth affirms that without God and His Divine providence we cannot plan or accomplish anything: every good gift and every perfect gift is coming from above, the Father of lights…” (James 1:17).

If we understand that everything comes from God as a gift for our benefit, we will be also able to understand that everything we have (possess) should be returned to Him as a way of giving thanks and praise.

A “parishioner in good standing” or the Steward of the Serbian Orthodox Church is the one who faithfully, willingly and proportionally, invests his time, talents, and treasures for the betterment of his Church community.
