Dear brothers and sisters,

Abraham told the suffering rich man in today's Gospel that if his brothers listened to Moses and the prophets, they would be spared torment. God provides ample lessons. Individuals determine whether to heed the lessons.

This parish church is a source of instruction for everlasting life. Here you learn:  "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life."(Jn.3:16),

The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has always been proclaimed here. The life and teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ are put forth for all willing to hear.

The Lord Jesus Christ said: "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"(Mt.11:15).  Hearing the word of God and keeping it is fundamental to the Christian life.(Lk.11:28)

The joy of the life in Christ is proclaimed throughout the year. The joy of the life in Christ is paramount. The Epistle to the Hebrews teaches to look " unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross."(Heb.12:2)

The rich man enjoyed his abundant earthly goods without due attention to the neighbor at his gate. Believers in this parish church and every parish church are called to be attentive to their neighbors.

The Gospel message about the caring Samaritan is very well known to attentive believers. The Gospel message about the caring Samaritan is proclaimed in this church and every Orthodox Church.(Lk.10:25-37).

Believers' lives are connected with their neighbors.  The First Epistle of Saint John says: "Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God."(I Jn.4:7)

Love and peace are messages of the Holy Gospel. Love and peace are fruits of the Holy Spirit(Gal.5:22) Love and peace are lasting lessons. Christians rooted in Christ meet daily life with abundant love and abiding peace.

This parish church is a welcoming destination for individuals seeking love and peace in their lives. This parish church is a welcoming haven for individuals seeking to be sheltered from the storms of life.

Individuals seeking nourishment from Christ find it present in the Holy Gospel.  Individuals seeking nourishment from Christ find it present in the Precious Body and Blood of Christ.

Individuals seeking protection from adverse powers find it in the strength of God. The Holy Prophet Isaiah said: "Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up their wings like eagles.  They shall run and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint."(Is.40:31)

Abraham instructed the tormented rich man that his five brothers would be spared his experience if they heeded Moses and the Holy Prophets. Attentive believers learn valuable lessons of life in church throughout the year.

The rich lessons of the Holy Gospel stand at the apex of the written word. The rich lessons of the Holy Gospel penetrate welcoming hearts and minds. The rich lessons of the Holy Gospel transform serious believers.
The Holy Apostle Paul said : "Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,  that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God."(Rom.12:2)

This parish church offers the opportunity for renewal in Christ. The Holy Mysteries of the Church offer unity with Christ and new beginnings in Christ.

Each milestone is an ending and a beginning. Each milestone is a time to thank God and to renew the commitment to God.

At each milestone, the words of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Philippians are timely. The Holy Apostle Paul said: "I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus."( Phil.3:14)

Giving abundant thanks to God is always appropriate. In the current Gospel, every reason exists to give thanks to God for the eternal care of Lazarus. Every believer has reason to give thanks to God for his or her earthly life and for the gift of eternal life(Rom.6:23). Thanks be to God for all things. (Eph.5:20)
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