1. What is Stewardship?

Stewardship is, first of all, a Christian life-style in the Church. Additionally, it is a practical approach of a total and proportional commitment of time, talents and treasures, through which an individual (parishioner) or the entire family supports their local parish.

 

2. What is a Stewardship Commitment?

A Stewardship Commitment is a method that replaces the former practice of the Church’s (parish) support through the minimal-yearly membership dues principle. It has been proven that the former method has not been successful in the total financial parish commitment. Through the Stewardship Commitment method every parishioner can actively participate in the support of the parish according to his abilities. The financial support of the parish in this case falls into the hands of every parishioner (Steward) who by his conscience continually invests his time, talents and treasures in the life of a local parish.

 

3. Why is Stewardship Commitment necessary in our parish?

The former practice of the parish support through the yearly membership dues $140 did not produce successful results. The money that was collected from the yearly dues was not enough for the parish to properly function. It was based on a simple math formula (number of paid members multiplied by the amount of yearly dues is equal the amount of money collected from the membership) that showed inability to move forward in the parish planning process. For example, a parish of 400 paying members multiplied by $140 would generate only $56,000 a year. It is a logical conclusion that no parish can exist with the budget of $56,000 a year. Where does then the rest of the budget money come from? It comes from the celebrations of Church Slava, Easter and Christmas offerings, Serb Fest, special feast day celebrations and offerings, the sale of candles, Sunday collection plate offerings, etc. Although these special offerings can help in achieving the yearly financial goal of the parish, the methods used in this process prove to be inadequate. The parish cannot function normally if the parish budget is not thoroughly planned in advance.

 4. What do you consider to be a normal functioning of the parish?

· Having the Church building (worshiping place); 

· Having additional parish buildings for educational, cultural and social development of the parishioners; 

· The ability of having an assigned clergyman (or more priests) to a parish who would at the same time live on the territory of his (their) parish/parishes and be constantly in contact with his/their parishioners. 

· An adequate budget for the support of the parish priest/priests and his/their family/families including (furnished house; monthly salary, health insurance, etc); 

· An adequate budget for the support of the Church building and additional parish buildings (including monthly mortgage, monthly expenses for electricity, water, heat, insurance, etc); 

· An adequate operational budget for other parish activities, such as youth ministry, young adult/college ministry, church school programs, publications, special events, pilgrimage trips, community outreach, etc.); 

 

5. Is it possible to advance Christian Stewardship and the Commitment method in our parish?

Of course, it is possible and reachable. Yet, everything depends on our good will and the conscience of all parishioners, the entire parish plan and vision, hope, persistence, patience, hard work and investments, and of course it depends on our strong faith in God and His Divine help.
 

6. Is the Stewardship Commitment mandatory for all parishioners?

Not at all! Nothing in the life of the Church can be forceful, under pressure and obligation. God gives us an opportunity to do everything according to our free will and conscience but it is up to us to decide which read will we take. Jesus Christ did not say: You have to follow me, but “If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). Of course, if we would have more patience and more responsible Stewards who take good care of their Church, it will be easier to reach a desired goal.

 

7. How is the Stewardship Commitment going to be implemented in our parish?

The Stewardship Commitment is formed on a principle of voluntary, proportional and regular investment of time, talents and treasures in a local parish. It should be noted however, that the financial aspect of the parish support is not based only on a yearly commitment that a parishioner makes toward his Church. Rather, it is a life-long commitment that a Steward of the parish makes toward his Church. Through this commitment a parishioner shows that he is indeed a child of God, a Steward of the God-given blessings which God daily bestows upon us. Stewardship in this way becomes an unending gratitude to God and serves as a sign of small thanks to Him for all the things that already belong to Him. Everything comes from God-everything should be returned to Him!

 

8. If my Commitment is based on a yearly giving of a set amount of money, is it possible to divide that amount to several months?

From the enclosed Commitment Card we can see that it is possible to fulfil our commitment in various ways: weekly, monthly, quarterly, or once a year.

 

9. I have heard the some non-Orthodox denominations such are Protestants support their Church by giving 10% of their monthly/yearly income. Do I have to do the same for my Church?

That principle is based on the old Hebrew custom of tithing or giving “tenths” of all what they possess. This “effort” would be idealistic in our case. However, not all people are able to put aside 10% of their monthly or yearly income. We have to understand that the Stewardship Commitment which a parishioner makes to his Church does not oblige him to a specific number of ten, seven, five, three or two percents. Everything should be based on a voluntary commitment. It is important to remember that God is not concerned with ‘how much was given,’ but ‘how it was given.’ In other words, does a person give out of abundance (surplus) as Pharisees did, or does he give all what he has, as the poor widower who put the last two coins in the basket? (Luke 21:1-4) As we all know, the Pharisees gave out of pride and she gave out of her good heart and without distress.

 

10. Is there a minimum in Stewardship Commitment?

There is no minimum and it should never exist! In many cases a set minimum becomes a maximum for some individuals. For example, if we say that the minimum amount which family needs to commit to the Church is $500 per year, they will (in most cases) fulfil their commitment even though they were able to commit $900 per year. If someone wants to commit $30 a year that is his free choice and he cannot be forced into something that he does not feel comfortable doing. All people should feel comfortable in their financial commitment to the Church.

 

11. What will happen if I am not able to fulfil my financial commitment due to job loss, sickness or unexpected situation on the family?

Nothing will happen! The Church is not a police agency or credit institution that lawfully persecutes those who fail to fulfil their financial commitments (obligations). The Church is the living organism that breathes by the Holy Spirit and shelters all her children who seek salvation within the Church. It may happen sometimes that a Steward of a parish is not able to fulfil his commitment due to unforeseen circumstances. However, he will continue to be responsible and fulfil his commitment to the Church when the situation improves.

 

12. Who can see my Stewardship Commitment card?

Your commitment is very private. In a way, it is an example of your responsibility before God and the Church. The Stewardship Commitment card will be seen by: priest(s), the financial secretary, and approved members of the Stewardship Committee. It would be wise to publish only the names of Stewards in the parish bulletin, rather than the amounts committed or given. This approach eliminates prideful (Pharisaic) giving, competitive giving, jealously, and alleviates a discomfort for those people who are not able to give a large sum. Additionally, it would be a good idea to publish the total amount committed for the upcoming year. This sets a positive tone and an open invitation to other parishioners to step forward and support the various ministries of their Church.

 

13. Who is included in my Stewardship Commitment?

The Stewardship Commitment includes: husband, wife and children under the age of 18. Individuals who are above 18 years and employed should make their individual commitment to the Church. In some cases, every family member wants to make a separate commitment to his Church.

 

14. What can I get in return for my Stewardship Commitment?

· God’s blessing and reward in heaven; 

· A privilege to vote during the Annual parish Assembly; 

· A privilege to be nominated/elected to serve as a member of the Church board or as a members of any other parish Committee; 

· Parish Bulletin; 

· Voice of Resurrection Publication 

 

15. What the Stewardship Commitment does not include?

· Buying candles and other items from the Church’s bookstore; 

· Regular weekly plate offerings; 

· Offerings for Pascha, Nativity and Church Slava celebrations; 

· Offerings for Christenings, Weddings, and Funerals; 

16. When is the best time to fill out my Commitment card?

Preferably by Stewardship Sunday (which is usually the last Sunday before the Nativity fasting season starts). We should be reminded that we do not have to send money with our Commitment card. This will depend on your own decision when to start sending the money to the Church and a particular method that you choose for tracking the transactions.

 

17. How can I decide how much to give to the Church?

In order to figure out more easily your financial commitment we have included a simple chart1 that will assist you in your decision. This chart is based on an imaginary amount committed and then divided by yearly, monthly, weekly and daily giving pattern. The numbers that we used here as examples are figurative and they do not reflect a mandatory approach for giving in a parish. Of course, it can be used as a visual aid to show how easy it is to decide what amount one should give without pressure and much worries.

For example, $1000 seems a lot and hard for people to put aside for their Church. Yet, the same amount comes down to $2.73 a day, which most of us spend on coffee, cigarettes, newspapers, or a sandwich in a local McDonald’s.

 

18. If I give to my Church for example, $2000 a year and do not participate in any other parish activities or sacramental life of the Church, can I still be considered as a Steward or parishioner in good standing?

No you cannot! The money (regardless of the amount given) does not guarantee you “a ticket” to the Kingdom of God. It is rather a full commitment to the sacramental life of the Church (fasting, worship, Holy Confession, Holy Communion, almsgiving, obedience, confession of the faith, etc.) that opens the “door” towards the Heavenly Kingdom. When a parishioner fulfils all of the above and proves that he/she is fully committed to the mystical life of the Church, willingly and without pressure, then financial support of his/her church comes naturally as an expression of faith. This is where the aspect of Christian Stewardship differs from ‘paying dues membership.’ It is a sacrificial commitment rather than a formal obligation.

 

19. Is my Stewardship Commitment same as a Fundraiser for a particular cause with set amount that needs to be reached?

It is not! Stewardship Commitment through the Christian Stewardship process is a life-long commitment of each one of us. It is a continual process and it extends from the moment of our birth to the moment of our death. On the other hand, a fundraiser or a special action in order to collect donations for a specific cause becomes nothing more but a short project with a defined goal and set amount. For example, if our parish needs to raise $500,000 to fix the roof in the Church, we would definitely strive to reach this goal as soon as possible. Once the goal is reached we can ‘retire’ and relax in our giving until the next ‘emergency’ project. This is not the way of Christian Stewardship. It is rather defined as ‘crisis giving’ which lasts from time to time and does not teach Christian principles of giving in the parish. If the parish has so many ‘crisis giving projects’ in a short period of time, the parishioners may feel tired in giving and harassed by enormous and continual appeals.

 

20. The enclosed chart is very helpful in deciding how much money I could give to support my Church. However, not all parishioners are able to set aside $30, $50, or $100 a month, due to other monthly bills.

This is true and understandable. However, we need to ask ourselves a simple question, ‘where do I put my Church on the list of monthly priorities, first place, second, third, tenth, or nowhere? In other words, which place of priorities does our salvation take place? We all know the importance of salvation within the Church as the living organism-the Body of Christ, comprised of many members baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity.

If we consider the Church to be only a good structured building, which we need to maintain in order that it does not tumble under the pressure of rain, snow, winds and other natural disasters, or the building which we have to clean and beautify from time to time, then, we become enslaved by that building. Yet, we become preservationists or safeguards of the walls and bricks which cannot be preserved forever. In this way, the Church becomes nothing more but a cultural monument and historical museum, and all of us tourist guides and tidy caretakers.

Church is more than a simple building. It is a building that has been built for ages through the active participation of all her baptized members in the mysteries of the Church. The Church as the living building is built for eternity-for unending existence in the Kingdom of God.

All of us dear parishioners, in a mystical way become bricks, mortar, foundation, and roof of that building which constantly overshadows the grace of God. Our foundation must be built from the solid materials such as, fasting, prayer, repentance, forgiveness and Holy Communion. Our walls need to be decorated by humility, love, modesty, wisdom, mercy, and poverty. Our roof must be laid on the firm confession of Orthodox faith, on fulfilment of God’s commandments and His Divine will, and on the everlasting hope for eternal life and reward in heaven. Only through this perception we can understand our physical and spiritual priorities and at the end define a sounding reason, why do we need Church as the building and at the same time as the living organism.

 

21. Here is a simple list of how much we spend a month on “necessary things.”

· Cable/Satellite television between $70-$100 

· Mobile/cell phones between $50-$100 

· Family Dinner (once a month) approximately $70-$120 

· Cigarettes, newspaper subscription, or daily coffee, between $40-$70 

· Family trip to the local amusement park, between $80-$120 

· Fitness club membership, between $40-$60 

Let us consider then, does the Church need to be one of the “categories” of our monthly bills and on the list of “mandatory obligations,” or does the Church have a totally different dimension in which all of us need to actively participate! 

22. The operating budget of the Church can be several hundred thousand dollars each year.. It seems almost impossible to reach that amount every year without doing extra fundraising activities such as organizing picnics, church festivals, dances, music events and improving our catering services. Should we than, consider an adoption of new ideas for promotion of our fundraising events?

Fundraising activities promote good Christian spirit of fellowship in the life of the Church and our parish. They are an important segment of the social life of our Church. In no way should we exclude these events from the parish life as long as they are organized and planned well and not in opposition to the teachings of the Orthodox Church. However, the mission of the Church cannot and should not depend on the success of a particular fundraising event. In fact, the fundraising mentality diminishes the spirit of Christian Stewardship which is based on a proportional investment of our time, talents and our treasures.

Additionally, the success of fundraising events depends on many other factors which we cannot control (bad weather, time of the events, volunteers, quality of food and services, schedules, etc), and they might reduce and impact the financial outcome. For example, a well planned picnic which projected to generate an income of $15.000 may be ruined. Thus, the variable income from the fundraising events is not a good reassurance that the set budget will be reached.

 

23. What does the Bible say about financial support of the Church?

We will cite a few passages from the Bible that clearly state how should we support our Church:

Secretly: “that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret, will Himself reward you openly.” Matt. 6:4
Regularly: “on the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper…” 1 Cor. 16:2
Bountifully and Willingly: “he who sparingly sows will also sparingly reap, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:6-7
As Sacrifice/Offering: “Also we made ordinances for ourselves, to exact from ourselves yearly one-third of a shekel for the service of the house of our God.” Nehemiah 10:32
For the Heavenly Reward: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matt. 6:19-21
Being aware greed: “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil…” 1 Timothy 6:10[image: image1.png]



